


DOK Level 1 

• Basic recall of concepts, definitions, facts, and 
processes 

• Follow a simple  
 formula 
• Perform a  
 routine procedure 
• Simple skills and  
 abilities 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example 1: Locate or recall facts found in text
Example 2: Determine the perimeter or area of rectangles
Example 3: Use a dictionary to find the meaning of words



DOK Level 2 

• Mental processing beyond recalling or 
reproducing a response 

• Requires decisions as to 
  how to approach the  
 question or problem 
• Perform two or more  
 steps with decision  
 points along the way 
• Organize or display data 
• Interpret or use simple graphs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example 1: Identify and summarize the major events in a literary text
Example 2: Classify plane and three dimensional figures
Example 3: Predict a logical outcome based on information in a reading selection



DOK Level 3 

• Reason or develop a plan to approach a problem 
• Employ some  
 decision-making  
 and justification 
• Solve abstract,  
 complex, or  
 non-routine  
 problems 
• Often allows more than one possible answer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example 1: Compare actions and analyze how these actions impact “whatever”
Example 2: Solve a multiple-step problem and provide support with a mathematical explanation that justifies the answer
Example 3: Propose and evaluate solutions
Example 4: Explain, generalize, or connect ideas, using supporting evidence from a text or source



DOK Level 4 
• Requires high cognitive demand and is very complex 
• Perform investigations or apply concepts and skills to 

the real world that require time to research, problem 
solve, and process multiple conditions 

• Make connections,  
 relate ideas within the  
 content or among  
 content areas, and select  
 or devise one approach  
 among many alternatives  
 on how the situation can  
 be solved 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Due to the complexity of cognitive demand, DOK 4 often requires an extended period of time. The extended period of time is not a distinguishing factor if the required work is only repetitive and does not require applying significant conceptual understanding and higher-order thinking.
Example 1: Gather, analyze, organize, and interpret information from multiple sources (print and non-print) to draft a reasoned response
Example 2: Analyze and explain multiple perspectives
Example 3: Specify a problem, identify the solution paths, solve the problem, and report the results
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